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Branch Web Site 
 
Have you visited the Branch Web Site yet ? All the information about the Branch is on it we now have a Members 
Area to access this the password currently is: mandible. 
 
You will need this for access to all Coop purchases 
 

Kenilworth Show 2015 
 
It was smiles all round at the Kenilworth Show this year for Chairman Mary 
Pemberton  and Display Co-ordinator, Bernard Brown, when our display was 
judged to be the   best small stand of the show. We are the second holder ever 
of the award, which was launched last year and takes the form of the 
magnificent plaque seen in the foreground. Warwick and Leamington 
Beekeepers’ name will be engraved immediately above the shield.... that is 
providing the wording will fit!.  

 
 

Speaking of the award, Bernard Brown said. “Such recognition is a welcome fillip. I think we won this award 
because our display, with honey sales, the observation hive, candle rolling, and skep making, not to mention the 
bee keeping display with  live bees, all  attract   the public but it was the enthusiasm with which the members 
acting as stewards engage the public which tipped the balance. This was a fitting recognition of a team effort, 
from those who collected and helped erect the marquees on the windy Friday,  from those who acted as stewards 
throughout the day, often without a break for much of their shift, and from those who arrived at the end of a very 
tiring day to help dismantle the display and return everything to its allotted place”. 

 
Branch Education Coordinator 
  
Many of you will already know that Gill Grimshaw has decided not to continue as our Education Coordinator.  All 
branches were encouraged to establish this role about four years ago to ensure that training was organised within 
branches to meet members’ needs and so that county beekeeping associations & the BBKA provided the 
specialist training best delivered on a regional and national basis in a coordinated manner. 
We thank Gill very much for the contribution she has made.  
For the time being our branch will not have a training coordinator.  Liz Bates and Maggie Curley will organize the 
2016 Introduction to Beekeeping course, Tim Foden is coordinating training at our Dalehouse Lane teaching 
apiary and annual presentations and workshops such as skep making, swarm collection and honey processing 
have their own organisers.  It is important though that we liaise with the Education Coordinators from other county 
branches and to this end Julia Smith has kindly agreed to represent us.  Given an adequate level of interest, the 
branch intends to do more to help our intermediate ie post BBKA Basic members.  An item elsewhere in this 
edition of Beetalk makes reference to this. 
  
Mary Pemberton 
  

Join our Beekeeping Improvers’ Group 
 
We are now a branch of substantial size, with an increasing number of members taking their BBKA Basic 
Assessment each year. 
The issue may be:  if you have passed your Basic (or have recently taken it) and are inquisitive to know more 
about honey bees and/or to further increase your confidence and knowledge about beekeeping husbandry, what 
comes next? 
Whilst I have some ideas on this matter, it seems a sensible initial step to identify who this group of members are.  
May I therefore ask you to email me (tim_foden@hotmail.com) if you wish to be added to the branch improvers’ 
group? 
For most, beekeeping is a (challenging!) hobby, so however we move forward, we shall endeavour to make 
learning activities enjoyable.  Exams or Assessments may be on the horizon.  These are always on offer as the 
BBKA needs qualified members to carry out the assessment and examination of others.  However, being 
prepared to take exams or assessments will not be a pre-requisite of joining our improvers’ group 
If I hear from you, my first action will be to add your email address to a Google email group to facilitate 
communication and consultation. 
 
Best wishes 
Tim Foden 
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Branch bees part of £750K improvements at County Museum 
 
 
The observation hive managed by the Branch has been 
the major attraction for visitors to the Warwickshire 
Museum in the Market Place for more than eighty years 
and is one of the few hives nationally stocked with bees 
all year around where they are able to fly freely from 
one of the windows for visitors to enjoy.  

  
The Museum has made a successful bid for lottery funding and Tim Foden and Mike Townsend were guests at a 
reception where they learned about plans for completely refurbishing the Museum and the introduction of 
interactive web based access to ‘Our Warwickshire’ which will be  a Museum resource serving the whole County. 
We have already given our ideas and costings for enhancing our already popular exhibit and will be working with 
the design consultants after they have been appointed. 
The changes mean the Museum will be closed for some time from September onwards but promises to be a star 
attraction once the refurbishment is completed. 
 
Mike Townsend 
 

Cooking with Honey project in conjunction with  
Stratford College Catering Students. 
 
 
Members spent a very enjoyable visit to the Cooking 
Demonstration at Stratford College Catering Section on 
the 16th June to meet the students involved. This was 
the culmination of a ‘Cooking with Honey Project giving 
students the opportunity to see a hive in action and get 
a better understanding of the different flavours 
available. Many thanks to Clive Joyce and Bernard 
Brown who provided the bee expertise. 

 
 

Honey sesame chicken, with stir fried vegetables. 

 
The trainee chefs found the opportunity to look inside hives ‘fascinating’ and gave them a real insight into how 
honey is made. They were then able to create dishes featuring honey and decide on the 2 best dishes, Honey 
Sesame chicken with stir fried vegetables and spiced loukoumades with coconut jelly, which were cooked in the 
college cookery theatre in front of members. Tasting the dishes proved popular with members and there were 
clean plates all round!!  
In all 8 recipes had been created and the tutors along with the students found it very difficult to select the winning 
dishes. 
Stratford College found the project to be a very valuable contribution and are looking to make the project a regular 
event. 
The complete set of recipes will be made available to members soon. 
 
Paul Kerr 
 

Swarm Line 
 
As you may know, we continue to have a wonderful array of volunteers from Warwick and Leamington branch 
come and help us with the swarm line each day. On a typical day, we receive up to 300 calls a day - which is very 
challenging for a team of 4FTE office staff! Whilst dealing with a large number of swarm calls, it has been a great 
experience, both for the office staff and the volunteers. The volunteers have kept the office team sane and smiling 
with gifts of a lovely new doormat (thank you Mary Pemberton) and a Swarm Line Volunteers' Hat, modelled here 
by its creator Val Dillon. I would like to publicly thank all of Warwick and Leamington branch volunteers for their 
support - it is very much appreciated!  
 
Nicky 
 

Snippett 
 
Savers(used to be Superdrug) in Kenilworth are selling 1kg sugar for 49p. They are willing to take orders if a 

large quantity is required. You can collect from the back of the shop too!........ 



 
Go West North young man … 
 
In winter 2007/08 I attended the WLBK “Introduction to beekeeping” course and, in mid-May that year, bought a 
nuc from Nigel Coad, so becoming a beekeeper. The subsequent years have been a hugely enjoyable learning 
process and I have been extremely fortunate to have so many friendly and helpful experienced beekeepers to 
help me fix my (very) many mistakes. In about 2010 I started studying honeybee viruses and so managed to 
combine business with pleasure. The following year – a wonderful early Spring – I raised my first queens by 
grafting, again learning pretty much everything from David Blower. Now, five years on, I’m busy raising queens to 
head nucs I’m preparing for my new apiaries in Scotland. I’m moving my research to St. Andrews University later 
this summer and will be living in Collessie, a tiny village in rural Fife. I’ve already got bees there – I took a bait 
hive up in early May and a prime swarm installed itself a fortnight later. Undoubtedly there will be lots more to 
learn – a shorter season, different nectar flows, heather honey, whisky and honey marmalade. I’ll be joining Fife 
Beekeepers and already have backing from the Scottish Beekeeping Association for research we’re doing on 
Varroa control.  

 
WLBK provides a wonderfully supportive environment in which to learn beekeeping, with outstanding training 
facilities, a wealth of experienced beekeepers and an excellent Co-op purchasing scheme. I shall miss the latter a 
lot – my beekeeping is going to cost a lot more in the future – but I’ll miss your friendship, collegiality and support 
a lot more. 
 
May your mite numbers be low, your colonies docile, your queens visible and your supers heavy. 
 
Best Wishes 
David Evans (new contact details david@fifebees.co.uk and www.fifebees.co.uk) 
 

Bee Safari  – 11th July 2015 
 
There will be only one bee safaris this year. For those who are new to WLBK Safaris we visit members’ apiaries 
and are guided through hive inspections by a skilled and knowledgeable beekeeper.  There is something to learn 
for everyone and we are delighted that Clive Joyce is leading the safari this year.   
We will be visiting two sites. The first site is at Kings Hill Nursery, near our own Club Apiary at Dalehouse Lane.  
This is a commercial garden centre and there will be an opportunity to pop in for a look at the plants while we 
have (bring your own) lunch at the lake side -hot drinks will be provided.  After lunch we will be moving onto 
Bernard Brown’s bees in Langley.   
The safari is restricted to 14 people so all can see what is happening and booking will be on a first come-first 
served basis.  If for any reason you subsequently have to cancel we often have a waiting list for this event so 
would be grateful if you could let me know.  Detailed joining instructions and maps will be circulated to 
participants nearer the date. 
Gill Grimshaw 
 
PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE GOOGLE FORM ON THE BRANCH WEBSITE. 
 

  
 

Photos of Dave Bonner visit to DHL provided by Ray Summers 
 



 

David Stott’s bees in Paradise 
 
A scheme started by Mick Smith some time ago to introduce bees to Jephson 
Gardens is coming to fruition. 
An observation hive has been trialled in the Temperate House and Clive Joyce 
is expecting to succeed in tempting bees to enter a hive shortly being installed 
which will be a year around visitor attraction. 
Bernard Brown succeeded yet again in obtaining a grant and is leading a small 
team of Branch members with the skills needed to produce a video and obtain 
the hardware needed to show it alongside the observation hive. This will tell 
the story of honeybees and encourage visitors to the beehive now installed at 
the East Lodge in Jephson Garden. 

  

East Lodge is situated at the rather quiet end of Jephson Gardens but is expected to become a major attraction 
following extensive landscaping of the lodge garden. 
A donated WBC hive refurbished by Tim Foden has been stocked with a colony of bees kindly donated by David 
Stott and they are now enjoying the myriad of foraging opportunities in the gardens. 
The colony is initially being managed by Mike Townsend who would welcome feedback from members taking the 
opportunity to visit the garden and hive. 
 
Mike Townsend 
 

Hints and Tips 
Do not leave the clearing board on the hive after harvesting, as the bees will fill the gaps with wax and propolis 

making it useless. 

 
Cappings from honeycomb yields the best beeswax. Remember when preparing your cake of beeswax for the 

Honey Show the minimum weight is 150g. The show is on 15th October so plenty of time to perfect your entry . 

 
It is best to put wet supers back onto the hive in the evening if at all possible. This will reduce the chance of 

robbing by other bees. 

 
If you have any hints or tips that you would like to share, please send them to h.essex@virgin.net... 
 
Thank you Helen Essex 
 

Swarms 
 

 
In A Post Box collected by Ray Summers  

Spotted in a neighbours Garden by Chris Kehrer 
 
 
 
 
Editor Roger Wilkes, email address is roger.wilkes@kenilworthhoney.co.uk  or hard copy can be posted to him at: 

12 Mercia Avenue, Kenilworth, CV8 1EU. Content to him for next month by August 27th, latest! 
  

Please send in plain text, unformatted, using Microsoft Word or another common program. 
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by its creator Val Dillon. I would like to publicly thank all of Warwick and Leamington branch volunteers for their 
support - it is very much appreciated!  
 
Nicky 
 

Snippett 
 
Savers(used to be Superdrug) in Kenilworth are selling 1kg sugar for 49p. They are willing to take orders if a 

large quantity is required. You can collect from the back of the shop too!........ 



 
Go West North young man … 
 
In winter 2007/08 I attended the WLBK “Introduction to beekeeping” course and, in mid-May that year, bought a 
nuc from Nigel Coad, so becoming a beekeeper. The subsequent years have been a hugely enjoyable learning 
process and I have been extremely fortunate to have so many friendly and helpful experienced beekeepers to 
help me fix my (very) many mistakes. In about 2010 I started studying honeybee viruses and so managed to 
combine business with pleasure. The following year – a wonderful early Spring – I raised my first queens by 
grafting, again learning pretty much everything from David Blower. Now, five years on, I’m busy raising queens to 
head nucs I’m preparing for my new apiaries in Scotland. I’m moving my research to St. Andrews University later 
this summer and will be living in Collessie, a tiny village in rural Fife. I’ve already got bees there – I took a bait 
hive up in early May and a prime swarm installed itself a fortnight later. Undoubtedly there will be lots more to 
learn – a shorter season, different nectar flows, heather honey, whisky and honey marmalade. I’ll be joining Fife 
Beekeepers and already have backing from the Scottish Beekeeping Association for research we’re doing on 
Varroa control.  

 
WLBK provides a wonderfully supportive environment in which to learn beekeeping, with outstanding training 
facilities, a wealth of experienced beekeepers and an excellent Co-op purchasing scheme. I shall miss the latter a 
lot – my beekeeping is going to cost a lot more in the future – but I’ll miss your friendship, collegiality and support 
a lot more. 
 
May your mite numbers be low, your colonies docile, your queens visible and your supers heavy. 
 
Best Wishes 
David Evans (new contact details david@fifebees.co.uk and www.fifebees.co.uk) 
 

Bee Safari  – 11th July 2015 
 
There will be only one bee safaris this year. For those who are new to WLBK Safaris we visit members’ apiaries 
and are guided through hive inspections by a skilled and knowledgeable beekeeper.  There is something to learn 
for everyone and we are delighted that Clive Joyce is leading the safari this year.   
We will be visiting two sites. The first site is at Kings Hill Nursery, near our own Club Apiary at Dalehouse Lane.  
This is a commercial garden centre and there will be an opportunity to pop in for a look at the plants while we 
have (bring your own) lunch at the lake side -hot drinks will be provided.  After lunch we will be moving onto 
Bernard Brown’s bees in Langley.   
The safari is restricted to 14 people so all can see what is happening and booking will be on a first come-first 
served basis.  If for any reason you subsequently have to cancel we often have a waiting list for this event so 
would be grateful if you could let me know.  Detailed joining instructions and maps will be circulated to 
participants nearer the date. 
Gill Grimshaw 
 
PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE GOOGLE FORM ON THE BRANCH WEBSITE. 
 

  
 

Photos of Dave Bonner visit to DHL provided by Ray Summers 
 



 

David Stott’s bees in Paradise 
 
A scheme started by Mick Smith some time ago to introduce bees to Jephson 
Gardens is coming to fruition. 
An observation hive has been trialled in the Temperate House and Clive Joyce 
is expecting to succeed in tempting bees to enter a hive shortly being installed 
which will be a year around visitor attraction. 
Bernard Brown succeeded yet again in obtaining a grant and is leading a small 
team of Branch members with the skills needed to produce a video and obtain 
the hardware needed to show it alongside the observation hive. This will tell 
the story of honeybees and encourage visitors to the beehive now installed at 
the East Lodge in Jephson Garden. 

  

East Lodge is situated at the rather quiet end of Jephson Gardens but is expected to become a major attraction 
following extensive landscaping of the lodge garden. 
A donated WBC hive refurbished by Tim Foden has been stocked with a colony of bees kindly donated by David 
Stott and they are now enjoying the myriad of foraging opportunities in the gardens. 
The colony is initially being managed by Mike Townsend who would welcome feedback from members taking the 
opportunity to visit the garden and hive. 
 
Mike Townsend 
 

Hints and Tips 
Do not leave the clearing board on the hive after harvesting, as the bees will fill the gaps with wax and propolis 

making it useless. 

 
Cappings from honeycomb yields the best beeswax. Remember when preparing your cake of beeswax for the 

Honey Show the minimum weight is 150g. The show is on 15th October so plenty of time to perfect your entry . 

 
It is best to put wet supers back onto the hive in the evening if at all possible. This will reduce the chance of 

robbing by other bees. 

 
If you have any hints or tips that you would like to share, please send them to h.essex@virgin.net... 
 
Thank you Helen Essex 
 

Swarms 
 

 
In A Post Box collected by Ray Summers  

Spotted in a neighbours Garden by Chris Kehrer 
 
 
 
 
Editor Roger Wilkes, email address is roger.wilkes@kenilworthhoney.co.uk  or hard copy can be posted to him at: 

12 Mercia Avenue, Kenilworth, CV8 1EU. Content to him for next month by August 27th, latest! 
  

Please send in plain text, unformatted, using Microsoft Word or another common program. 
  

BeeTalk is:  Designed, produced, printed and distributed by Roger Wilkes 

 

 

 
Warwick and Leamington Branch 

of Warwickshire Beekeepers Association  
Reg Charity No. 500276   www.warleambees.org.uk 

 



 BeeTalk   

 
      
 

Branch Web Site 
 
Have you visited the Branch Web Site yet ? All the information about the Branch is on it we now have a Members 
Area to access this the password currently is: mandible. 
 
You will need this for access to all Coop purchases 
 

Kenilworth Show 2015 
 
It was smiles all round at the Kenilworth Show this year for Chairman Mary 
Pemberton  and Display Co-ordinator, Bernard Brown, when our display was 
judged to be the   best small stand of the show. We are the second holder ever 
of the award, which was launched last year and takes the form of the 
magnificent plaque seen in the foreground. Warwick and Leamington 
Beekeepers’ name will be engraved immediately above the shield.... that is 
providing the wording will fit!.  

 
 

Speaking of the award, Bernard Brown said. “Such recognition is a welcome fillip. I think we won this award 
because our display, with honey sales, the observation hive, candle rolling, and skep making, not to mention the 
bee keeping display with  live bees, all  attract   the public but it was the enthusiasm with which the members 
acting as stewards engage the public which tipped the balance. This was a fitting recognition of a team effort, 
from those who collected and helped erect the marquees on the windy Friday,  from those who acted as stewards 
throughout the day, often without a break for much of their shift, and from those who arrived at the end of a very 
tiring day to help dismantle the display and return everything to its allotted place”. 

 
Branch Education Coordinator 
  
Many of you will already know that Gill Grimshaw has decided not to continue as our Education Coordinator.  All 
branches were encouraged to establish this role about four years ago to ensure that training was organised within 
branches to meet members’ needs and so that county beekeeping associations & the BBKA provided the 
specialist training best delivered on a regional and national basis in a coordinated manner. 
We thank Gill very much for the contribution she has made.  
For the time being our branch will not have a training coordinator.  Liz Bates and Maggie Curley will organize the 
2016 Introduction to Beekeeping course, Tim Foden is coordinating training at our Dalehouse Lane teaching 
apiary and annual presentations and workshops such as skep making, swarm collection and honey processing 
have their own organisers.  It is important though that we liaise with the Education Coordinators from other county 
branches and to this end Julia Smith has kindly agreed to represent us.  Given an adequate level of interest, the 
branch intends to do more to help our intermediate ie post BBKA Basic members.  An item elsewhere in this 
edition of Beetalk makes reference to this. 
  
Mary Pemberton 
  

Join our Beekeeping Improvers’ Group 
 
We are now a branch of substantial size, with an increasing number of members taking their BBKA Basic 
Assessment each year. 
The issue may be:  if you have passed your Basic (or have recently taken it) and are inquisitive to know more 
about honey bees and/or to further increase your confidence and knowledge about beekeeping husbandry, what 
comes next? 
Whilst I have some ideas on this matter, it seems a sensible initial step to identify who this group of members are.  
May I therefore ask you to email me (tim_foden@hotmail.com) if you wish to be added to the branch improvers’ 
group? 
For most, beekeeping is a (challenging!) hobby, so however we move forward, we shall endeavour to make 
learning activities enjoyable.  Exams or Assessments may be on the horizon.  These are always on offer as the 
BBKA needs qualified members to carry out the assessment and examination of others.  However, being 
prepared to take exams or assessments will not be a pre-requisite of joining our improvers’ group 
If I hear from you, my first action will be to add your email address to a Google email group to facilitate 
communication and consultation. 
 
Best wishes 
Tim Foden 
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Branch bees part of £750K improvements at County Museum 
 
 
The observation hive managed by the Branch has been 
the major attraction for visitors to the Warwickshire 
Museum in the Market Place for more than eighty years 
and is one of the few hives nationally stocked with bees 
all year around where they are able to fly freely from 
one of the windows for visitors to enjoy.  

  
The Museum has made a successful bid for lottery funding and Tim Foden and Mike Townsend were guests at a 
reception where they learned about plans for completely refurbishing the Museum and the introduction of 
interactive web based access to ‘Our Warwickshire’ which will be  a Museum resource serving the whole County. 
We have already given our ideas and costings for enhancing our already popular exhibit and will be working with 
the design consultants after they have been appointed. 
The changes mean the Museum will be closed for some time from September onwards but promises to be a star 
attraction once the refurbishment is completed. 
 
Mike Townsend 
 

Cooking with Honey project in conjunction with  
Stratford College Catering Students. 
 
 
Members spent a very enjoyable visit to the Cooking 
Demonstration at Stratford College Catering Section on 
the 16th June to meet the students involved. This was 
the culmination of a ‘Cooking with Honey Project giving 
students the opportunity to see a hive in action and get 
a better understanding of the different flavours 
available. Many thanks to Clive Joyce and Bernard 
Brown who provided the bee expertise. 

 
 

Honey sesame chicken, with stir fried vegetables. 

 
The trainee chefs found the opportunity to look inside hives ‘fascinating’ and gave them a real insight into how 
honey is made. They were then able to create dishes featuring honey and decide on the 2 best dishes, Honey 
Sesame chicken with stir fried vegetables and spiced loukoumades with coconut jelly, which were cooked in the 
college cookery theatre in front of members. Tasting the dishes proved popular with members and there were 
clean plates all round!!  
In all 8 recipes had been created and the tutors along with the students found it very difficult to select the winning 
dishes. 
Stratford College found the project to be a very valuable contribution and are looking to make the project a regular 
event. 
The complete set of recipes will be made available to members soon. 
 
Paul Kerr 
 

Swarm Line 
 
As you may know, we continue to have a wonderful array of volunteers from Warwick and Leamington branch 
come and help us with the swarm line each day. On a typical day, we receive up to 300 calls a day - which is very 
challenging for a team of 4FTE office staff! Whilst dealing with a large number of swarm calls, it has been a great 
experience, both for the office staff and the volunteers. The volunteers have kept the office team sane and smiling 
with gifts of a lovely new doormat (thank you Mary Pemberton) and a Swarm Line Volunteers' Hat, modelled here 
by its creator Val Dillon. I would like to publicly thank all of Warwick and Leamington branch volunteers for their 
support - it is very much appreciated!  
 
Nicky 
 

Snippett 
 
Savers(used to be Superdrug) in Kenilworth are selling 1kg sugar for 49p. They are willing to take orders if a 

large quantity is required. You can collect from the back of the shop too!........ 



 
Go West North young man … 
 
In winter 2007/08 I attended the WLBK “Introduction to beekeeping” course and, in mid-May that year, bought a 
nuc from Nigel Coad, so becoming a beekeeper. The subsequent years have been a hugely enjoyable learning 
process and I have been extremely fortunate to have so many friendly and helpful experienced beekeepers to 
help me fix my (very) many mistakes. In about 2010 I started studying honeybee viruses and so managed to 
combine business with pleasure. The following year – a wonderful early Spring – I raised my first queens by 
grafting, again learning pretty much everything from David Blower. Now, five years on, I’m busy raising queens to 
head nucs I’m preparing for my new apiaries in Scotland. I’m moving my research to St. Andrews University later 
this summer and will be living in Collessie, a tiny village in rural Fife. I’ve already got bees there – I took a bait 
hive up in early May and a prime swarm installed itself a fortnight later. Undoubtedly there will be lots more to 
learn – a shorter season, different nectar flows, heather honey, whisky and honey marmalade. I’ll be joining Fife 
Beekeepers and already have backing from the Scottish Beekeeping Association for research we’re doing on 
Varroa control.  

 
WLBK provides a wonderfully supportive environment in which to learn beekeeping, with outstanding training 
facilities, a wealth of experienced beekeepers and an excellent Co-op purchasing scheme. I shall miss the latter a 
lot – my beekeeping is going to cost a lot more in the future – but I’ll miss your friendship, collegiality and support 
a lot more. 
 
May your mite numbers be low, your colonies docile, your queens visible and your supers heavy. 
 
Best Wishes 
David Evans (new contact details david@fifebees.co.uk and www.fifebees.co.uk) 
 

Bee Safari  – 11th July 2015 
 
There will be only one bee safaris this year. For those who are new to WLBK Safaris we visit members’ apiaries 
and are guided through hive inspections by a skilled and knowledgeable beekeeper.  There is something to learn 
for everyone and we are delighted that Clive Joyce is leading the safari this year.   
We will be visiting two sites. The first site is at Kings Hill Nursery, near our own Club Apiary at Dalehouse Lane.  
This is a commercial garden centre and there will be an opportunity to pop in for a look at the plants while we 
have (bring your own) lunch at the lake side -hot drinks will be provided.  After lunch we will be moving onto 
Bernard Brown’s bees in Langley.   
The safari is restricted to 14 people so all can see what is happening and booking will be on a first come-first 
served basis.  If for any reason you subsequently have to cancel we often have a waiting list for this event so 
would be grateful if you could let me know.  Detailed joining instructions and maps will be circulated to 
participants nearer the date. 
Gill Grimshaw 
 
PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE GOOGLE FORM ON THE BRANCH WEBSITE. 
 

  
 

Photos of Dave Bonner visit to DHL provided by Ray Summers 
 



 

David Stott’s bees in Paradise 
 
A scheme started by Mick Smith some time ago to introduce bees to Jephson 
Gardens is coming to fruition. 
An observation hive has been trialled in the Temperate House and Clive Joyce 
is expecting to succeed in tempting bees to enter a hive shortly being installed 
which will be a year around visitor attraction. 
Bernard Brown succeeded yet again in obtaining a grant and is leading a small 
team of Branch members with the skills needed to produce a video and obtain 
the hardware needed to show it alongside the observation hive. This will tell 
the story of honeybees and encourage visitors to the beehive now installed at 
the East Lodge in Jephson Garden. 

  

East Lodge is situated at the rather quiet end of Jephson Gardens but is expected to become a major attraction 
following extensive landscaping of the lodge garden. 
A donated WBC hive refurbished by Tim Foden has been stocked with a colony of bees kindly donated by David 
Stott and they are now enjoying the myriad of foraging opportunities in the gardens. 
The colony is initially being managed by Mike Townsend who would welcome feedback from members taking the 
opportunity to visit the garden and hive. 
 
Mike Townsend 
 

Hints and Tips 
Do not leave the clearing board on the hive after harvesting, as the bees will fill the gaps with wax and propolis 

making it useless. 

 
Cappings from honeycomb yields the best beeswax. Remember when preparing your cake of beeswax for the 

Honey Show the minimum weight is 150g. The show is on 15th October so plenty of time to perfect your entry . 

 
It is best to put wet supers back onto the hive in the evening if at all possible. This will reduce the chance of 

robbing by other bees. 

 
If you have any hints or tips that you would like to share, please send them to h.essex@virgin.net... 
 
Thank you Helen Essex 
 

Swarms 
 

 
In A Post Box collected by Ray Summers  

Spotted in a neighbours Garden by Chris Kehrer 
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Branch Web Site 
 
Have you visited the Branch Web Site yet ? All the information about the Branch is on it we now have a Members 
Area to access this the password currently is: mandible. 
 
You will need this for access to all Coop purchases 
 

Kenilworth Show 2015 
 
It was smiles all round at the Kenilworth Show this year for Chairman Mary 
Pemberton  and Display Co-ordinator, Bernard Brown, when our display was 
judged to be the   best small stand of the show. We are the second holder ever 
of the award, which was launched last year and takes the form of the 
magnificent plaque seen in the foreground. Warwick and Leamington 
Beekeepers’ name will be engraved immediately above the shield.... that is 
providing the wording will fit!.  

 
 

Speaking of the award, Bernard Brown said. “Such recognition is a welcome fillip. I think we won this award 
because our display, with honey sales, the observation hive, candle rolling, and skep making, not to mention the 
bee keeping display with  live bees, all  attract   the public but it was the enthusiasm with which the members 
acting as stewards engage the public which tipped the balance. This was a fitting recognition of a team effort, 
from those who collected and helped erect the marquees on the windy Friday,  from those who acted as stewards 
throughout the day, often without a break for much of their shift, and from those who arrived at the end of a very 
tiring day to help dismantle the display and return everything to its allotted place”. 

 
Branch Education Coordinator 
  
Many of you will already know that Gill Grimshaw has decided not to continue as our Education Coordinator.  All 
branches were encouraged to establish this role about four years ago to ensure that training was organised within 
branches to meet members’ needs and so that county beekeeping associations & the BBKA provided the 
specialist training best delivered on a regional and national basis in a coordinated manner. 
We thank Gill very much for the contribution she has made.  
For the time being our branch will not have a training coordinator.  Liz Bates and Maggie Curley will organize the 
2016 Introduction to Beekeeping course, Tim Foden is coordinating training at our Dalehouse Lane teaching 
apiary and annual presentations and workshops such as skep making, swarm collection and honey processing 
have their own organisers.  It is important though that we liaise with the Education Coordinators from other county 
branches and to this end Julia Smith has kindly agreed to represent us.  Given an adequate level of interest, the 
branch intends to do more to help our intermediate ie post BBKA Basic members.  An item elsewhere in this 
edition of Beetalk makes reference to this. 
  
Mary Pemberton 
  

Join our Beekeeping Improvers’ Group 
 
We are now a branch of substantial size, with an increasing number of members taking their BBKA Basic 
Assessment each year. 
The issue may be:  if you have passed your Basic (or have recently taken it) and are inquisitive to know more 
about honey bees and/or to further increase your confidence and knowledge about beekeeping husbandry, what 
comes next? 
Whilst I have some ideas on this matter, it seems a sensible initial step to identify who this group of members are.  
May I therefore ask you to email me (tim_foden@hotmail.com) if you wish to be added to the branch improvers’ 
group? 
For most, beekeeping is a (challenging!) hobby, so however we move forward, we shall endeavour to make 
learning activities enjoyable.  Exams or Assessments may be on the horizon.  These are always on offer as the 
BBKA needs qualified members to carry out the assessment and examination of others.  However, being 
prepared to take exams or assessments will not be a pre-requisite of joining our improvers’ group 
If I hear from you, my first action will be to add your email address to a Google email group to facilitate 
communication and consultation. 
 
Best wishes 
Tim Foden 
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Branch bees part of £750K improvements at County Museum 
 
 
The observation hive managed by the Branch has been 
the major attraction for visitors to the Warwickshire 
Museum in the Market Place for more than eighty years 
and is one of the few hives nationally stocked with bees 
all year around where they are able to fly freely from 
one of the windows for visitors to enjoy.  

  
The Museum has made a successful bid for lottery funding and Tim Foden and Mike Townsend were guests at a 
reception where they learned about plans for completely refurbishing the Museum and the introduction of 
interactive web based access to ‘Our Warwickshire’ which will be  a Museum resource serving the whole County. 
We have already given our ideas and costings for enhancing our already popular exhibit and will be working with 
the design consultants after they have been appointed. 
The changes mean the Museum will be closed for some time from September onwards but promises to be a star 
attraction once the refurbishment is completed. 
 
Mike Townsend 
 

Cooking with Honey project in conjunction with  
Stratford College Catering Students. 
 
 
Members spent a very enjoyable visit to the Cooking 
Demonstration at Stratford College Catering Section on 
the 16th June to meet the students involved. This was 
the culmination of a ‘Cooking with Honey Project giving 
students the opportunity to see a hive in action and get 
a better understanding of the different flavours 
available. Many thanks to Clive Joyce and Bernard 
Brown who provided the bee expertise. 

 
 

Honey sesame chicken, with stir fried vegetables. 

 
The trainee chefs found the opportunity to look inside hives ‘fascinating’ and gave them a real insight into how 
honey is made. They were then able to create dishes featuring honey and decide on the 2 best dishes, Honey 
Sesame chicken with stir fried vegetables and spiced loukoumades with coconut jelly, which were cooked in the 
college cookery theatre in front of members. Tasting the dishes proved popular with members and there were 
clean plates all round!!  
In all 8 recipes had been created and the tutors along with the students found it very difficult to select the winning 
dishes. 
Stratford College found the project to be a very valuable contribution and are looking to make the project a regular 
event. 
The complete set of recipes will be made available to members soon. 
 
Paul Kerr 
 

Swarm Line 
 
As you may know, we continue to have a wonderful array of volunteers from Warwick and Leamington branch 
come and help us with the swarm line each day. On a typical day, we receive up to 300 calls a day - which is very 
challenging for a team of 4FTE office staff! Whilst dealing with a large number of swarm calls, it has been a great 
experience, both for the office staff and the volunteers. The volunteers have kept the office team sane and smiling 
with gifts of a lovely new doormat (thank you Mary Pemberton) and a Swarm Line Volunteers' Hat, modelled here 
by its creator Val Dillon. I would like to publicly thank all of Warwick and Leamington branch volunteers for their 
support - it is very much appreciated!  
 
Nicky 
 

Snippett 
 
Savers(used to be Superdrug) in Kenilworth are selling 1kg sugar for 49p. They are willing to take orders if a 

large quantity is required. You can collect from the back of the shop too!........ 



 
Go West North young man … 
 
In winter 2007/08 I attended the WLBK “Introduction to beekeeping” course and, in mid-May that year, bought a 
nuc from Nigel Coad, so becoming a beekeeper. The subsequent years have been a hugely enjoyable learning 
process and I have been extremely fortunate to have so many friendly and helpful experienced beekeepers to 
help me fix my (very) many mistakes. In about 2010 I started studying honeybee viruses and so managed to 
combine business with pleasure. The following year – a wonderful early Spring – I raised my first queens by 
grafting, again learning pretty much everything from David Blower. Now, five years on, I’m busy raising queens to 
head nucs I’m preparing for my new apiaries in Scotland. I’m moving my research to St. Andrews University later 
this summer and will be living in Collessie, a tiny village in rural Fife. I’ve already got bees there – I took a bait 
hive up in early May and a prime swarm installed itself a fortnight later. Undoubtedly there will be lots more to 
learn – a shorter season, different nectar flows, heather honey, whisky and honey marmalade. I’ll be joining Fife 
Beekeepers and already have backing from the Scottish Beekeeping Association for research we’re doing on 
Varroa control.  

 
WLBK provides a wonderfully supportive environment in which to learn beekeeping, with outstanding training 
facilities, a wealth of experienced beekeepers and an excellent Co-op purchasing scheme. I shall miss the latter a 
lot – my beekeeping is going to cost a lot more in the future – but I’ll miss your friendship, collegiality and support 
a lot more. 
 
May your mite numbers be low, your colonies docile, your queens visible and your supers heavy. 
 
Best Wishes 
David Evans (new contact details david@fifebees.co.uk and www.fifebees.co.uk) 
 

Bee Safari  – 11th July 2015 
 
There will be only one bee safaris this year. For those who are new to WLBK Safaris we visit members’ apiaries 
and are guided through hive inspections by a skilled and knowledgeable beekeeper.  There is something to learn 
for everyone and we are delighted that Clive Joyce is leading the safari this year.   
We will be visiting two sites. The first site is at Kings Hill Nursery, near our own Club Apiary at Dalehouse Lane.  
This is a commercial garden centre and there will be an opportunity to pop in for a look at the plants while we 
have (bring your own) lunch at the lake side -hot drinks will be provided.  After lunch we will be moving onto 
Bernard Brown’s bees in Langley.   
The safari is restricted to 14 people so all can see what is happening and booking will be on a first come-first 
served basis.  If for any reason you subsequently have to cancel we often have a waiting list for this event so 
would be grateful if you could let me know.  Detailed joining instructions and maps will be circulated to 
participants nearer the date. 
Gill Grimshaw 
 
PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE GOOGLE FORM ON THE BRANCH WEBSITE. 
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David Stott’s bees in Paradise 
 
A scheme started by Mick Smith some time ago to introduce bees to Jephson 
Gardens is coming to fruition. 
An observation hive has been trialled in the Temperate House and Clive Joyce 
is expecting to succeed in tempting bees to enter a hive shortly being installed 
which will be a year around visitor attraction. 
Bernard Brown succeeded yet again in obtaining a grant and is leading a small 
team of Branch members with the skills needed to produce a video and obtain 
the hardware needed to show it alongside the observation hive. This will tell 
the story of honeybees and encourage visitors to the beehive now installed at 
the East Lodge in Jephson Garden. 

  

East Lodge is situated at the rather quiet end of Jephson Gardens but is expected to become a major attraction 
following extensive landscaping of the lodge garden. 
A donated WBC hive refurbished by Tim Foden has been stocked with a colony of bees kindly donated by David 
Stott and they are now enjoying the myriad of foraging opportunities in the gardens. 
The colony is initially being managed by Mike Townsend who would welcome feedback from members taking the 
opportunity to visit the garden and hive. 
 
Mike Townsend 
 

Hints and Tips 
Do not leave the clearing board on the hive after harvesting, as the bees will fill the gaps with wax and propolis 

making it useless. 

 
Cappings from honeycomb yields the best beeswax. Remember when preparing your cake of beeswax for the 

Honey Show the minimum weight is 150g. The show is on 15th October so plenty of time to perfect your entry . 

 
It is best to put wet supers back onto the hive in the evening if at all possible. This will reduce the chance of 

robbing by other bees. 

 
If you have any hints or tips that you would like to share, please send them to h.essex@virgin.net... 
 
Thank you Helen Essex 
 

Swarms 
 

 
In A Post Box collected by Ray Summers  

Spotted in a neighbours Garden by Chris Kehrer 
 
 
 
 
Editor Roger Wilkes, email address is roger.wilkes@kenilworthhoney.co.uk  or hard copy can be posted to him at: 

12 Mercia Avenue, Kenilworth, CV8 1EU. Content to him for next month by August 27th, latest! 
  

Please send in plain text, unformatted, using Microsoft Word or another common program. 
  

BeeTalk is:  Designed, produced, printed and distributed by Roger Wilkes 

 

 

 
Warwick and Leamington Branch 

of Warwickshire Beekeepers Association  
Reg Charity No. 500276   www.warleambees.org.uk 

 



 BeeTalk   

 
      
 

Branch Web Site 
 
Have you visited the Branch Web Site yet ? All the information about the Branch is on it we now have a Members 
Area to access this the password currently is: mandible. 
 
You will need this for access to all Coop purchases 
 

Kenilworth Show 2015 
 
It was smiles all round at the Kenilworth Show this year for Chairman Mary 
Pemberton  and Display Co-ordinator, Bernard Brown, when our display was 
judged to be the   best small stand of the show. We are the second holder ever 
of the award, which was launched last year and takes the form of the 
magnificent plaque seen in the foreground. Warwick and Leamington 
Beekeepers’ name will be engraved immediately above the shield.... that is 
providing the wording will fit!.  

 
 

Speaking of the award, Bernard Brown said. “Such recognition is a welcome fillip. I think we won this award 
because our display, with honey sales, the observation hive, candle rolling, and skep making, not to mention the 
bee keeping display with  live bees, all  attract   the public but it was the enthusiasm with which the members 
acting as stewards engage the public which tipped the balance. This was a fitting recognition of a team effort, 
from those who collected and helped erect the marquees on the windy Friday,  from those who acted as stewards 
throughout the day, often without a break for much of their shift, and from those who arrived at the end of a very 
tiring day to help dismantle the display and return everything to its allotted place”. 

 
Branch Education Coordinator 
  
Many of you will already know that Gill Grimshaw has decided not to continue as our Education Coordinator.  All 
branches were encouraged to establish this role about four years ago to ensure that training was organised within 
branches to meet members’ needs and so that county beekeeping associations & the BBKA provided the 
specialist training best delivered on a regional and national basis in a coordinated manner. 
We thank Gill very much for the contribution she has made.  
For the time being our branch will not have a training coordinator.  Liz Bates and Maggie Curley will organize the 
2016 Introduction to Beekeeping course, Tim Foden is coordinating training at our Dalehouse Lane teaching 
apiary and annual presentations and workshops such as skep making, swarm collection and honey processing 
have their own organisers.  It is important though that we liaise with the Education Coordinators from other county 
branches and to this end Julia Smith has kindly agreed to represent us.  Given an adequate level of interest, the 
branch intends to do more to help our intermediate ie post BBKA Basic members.  An item elsewhere in this 
edition of Beetalk makes reference to this. 
  
Mary Pemberton 
  

Join our Beekeeping Improvers’ Group 
 
We are now a branch of substantial size, with an increasing number of members taking their BBKA Basic 
Assessment each year. 
The issue may be:  if you have passed your Basic (or have recently taken it) and are inquisitive to know more 
about honey bees and/or to further increase your confidence and knowledge about beekeeping husbandry, what 
comes next? 
Whilst I have some ideas on this matter, it seems a sensible initial step to identify who this group of members are.  
May I therefore ask you to email me (tim_foden@hotmail.com) if you wish to be added to the branch improvers’ 
group? 
For most, beekeeping is a (challenging!) hobby, so however we move forward, we shall endeavour to make 
learning activities enjoyable.  Exams or Assessments may be on the horizon.  These are always on offer as the 
BBKA needs qualified members to carry out the assessment and examination of others.  However, being 
prepared to take exams or assessments will not be a pre-requisite of joining our improvers’ group 
If I hear from you, my first action will be to add your email address to a Google email group to facilitate 
communication and consultation. 
 
Best wishes 
Tim Foden 
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Branch bees part of £750K improvements at County Museum 
 
 
The observation hive managed by the Branch has been 
the major attraction for visitors to the Warwickshire 
Museum in the Market Place for more than eighty years 
and is one of the few hives nationally stocked with bees 
all year around where they are able to fly freely from 
one of the windows for visitors to enjoy.  

  
The Museum has made a successful bid for lottery funding and Tim Foden and Mike Townsend were guests at a 
reception where they learned about plans for completely refurbishing the Museum and the introduction of 
interactive web based access to ‘Our Warwickshire’ which will be  a Museum resource serving the whole County. 
We have already given our ideas and costings for enhancing our already popular exhibit and will be working with 
the design consultants after they have been appointed. 
The changes mean the Museum will be closed for some time from September onwards but promises to be a star 
attraction once the refurbishment is completed. 
 
Mike Townsend 
 

Cooking with Honey project in conjunction with  
Stratford College Catering Students. 
 
 
Members spent a very enjoyable visit to the Cooking 
Demonstration at Stratford College Catering Section on 
the 16th June to meet the students involved. This was 
the culmination of a ‘Cooking with Honey Project giving 
students the opportunity to see a hive in action and get 
a better understanding of the different flavours 
available. Many thanks to Clive Joyce and Bernard 
Brown who provided the bee expertise. 

 
 

Honey sesame chicken, with stir fried vegetables. 

 
The trainee chefs found the opportunity to look inside hives ‘fascinating’ and gave them a real insight into how 
honey is made. They were then able to create dishes featuring honey and decide on the 2 best dishes, Honey 
Sesame chicken with stir fried vegetables and spiced loukoumades with coconut jelly, which were cooked in the 
college cookery theatre in front of members. Tasting the dishes proved popular with members and there were 
clean plates all round!!  
In all 8 recipes had been created and the tutors along with the students found it very difficult to select the winning 
dishes. 
Stratford College found the project to be a very valuable contribution and are looking to make the project a regular 
event. 
The complete set of recipes will be made available to members soon. 
 
Paul Kerr 
 

Swarm Line 
 
As you may know, we continue to have a wonderful array of volunteers from Warwick and Leamington branch 
come and help us with the swarm line each day. On a typical day, we receive up to 300 calls a day - which is very 
challenging for a team of 4FTE office staff! Whilst dealing with a large number of swarm calls, it has been a great 
experience, both for the office staff and the volunteers. The volunteers have kept the office team sane and smiling 
with gifts of a lovely new doormat (thank you Mary Pemberton) and a Swarm Line Volunteers' Hat, modelled here 
by its creator Val Dillon. I would like to publicly thank all of Warwick and Leamington branch volunteers for their 
support - it is very much appreciated!  
 
Nicky 
 

Snippett 
 
Savers(used to be Superdrug) in Kenilworth are selling 1kg sugar for 49p. They are willing to take orders if a 

large quantity is required. You can collect from the back of the shop too!........ 



 
Go West North young man … 
 
In winter 2007/08 I attended the WLBK “Introduction to beekeeping” course and, in mid-May that year, bought a 
nuc from Nigel Coad, so becoming a beekeeper. The subsequent years have been a hugely enjoyable learning 
process and I have been extremely fortunate to have so many friendly and helpful experienced beekeepers to 
help me fix my (very) many mistakes. In about 2010 I started studying honeybee viruses and so managed to 
combine business with pleasure. The following year – a wonderful early Spring – I raised my first queens by 
grafting, again learning pretty much everything from David Blower. Now, five years on, I’m busy raising queens to 
head nucs I’m preparing for my new apiaries in Scotland. I’m moving my research to St. Andrews University later 
this summer and will be living in Collessie, a tiny village in rural Fife. I’ve already got bees there – I took a bait 
hive up in early May and a prime swarm installed itself a fortnight later. Undoubtedly there will be lots more to 
learn – a shorter season, different nectar flows, heather honey, whisky and honey marmalade. I’ll be joining Fife 
Beekeepers and already have backing from the Scottish Beekeeping Association for research we’re doing on 
Varroa control.  

 
WLBK provides a wonderfully supportive environment in which to learn beekeeping, with outstanding training 
facilities, a wealth of experienced beekeepers and an excellent Co-op purchasing scheme. I shall miss the latter a 
lot – my beekeeping is going to cost a lot more in the future – but I’ll miss your friendship, collegiality and support 
a lot more. 
 
May your mite numbers be low, your colonies docile, your queens visible and your supers heavy. 
 
Best Wishes 
David Evans (new contact details david@fifebees.co.uk and www.fifebees.co.uk) 
 

Bee Safari  – 11th July 2015 
 
There will be only one bee safaris this year. For those who are new to WLBK Safaris we visit members’ apiaries 
and are guided through hive inspections by a skilled and knowledgeable beekeeper.  There is something to learn 
for everyone and we are delighted that Clive Joyce is leading the safari this year.   
We will be visiting two sites. The first site is at Kings Hill Nursery, near our own Club Apiary at Dalehouse Lane.  
This is a commercial garden centre and there will be an opportunity to pop in for a look at the plants while we 
have (bring your own) lunch at the lake side -hot drinks will be provided.  After lunch we will be moving onto 
Bernard Brown’s bees in Langley.   
The safari is restricted to 14 people so all can see what is happening and booking will be on a first come-first 
served basis.  If for any reason you subsequently have to cancel we often have a waiting list for this event so 
would be grateful if you could let me know.  Detailed joining instructions and maps will be circulated to 
participants nearer the date. 
Gill Grimshaw 
 
PLEASE SIGN UP ON THE GOOGLE FORM ON THE BRANCH WEBSITE. 
 

  
 

Photos of Dave Bonner visit to DHL provided by Ray Summers 
 



 

David Stott’s bees in Paradise 
 
A scheme started by Mick Smith some time ago to introduce bees to Jephson 
Gardens is coming to fruition. 
An observation hive has been trialled in the Temperate House and Clive Joyce 
is expecting to succeed in tempting bees to enter a hive shortly being installed 
which will be a year around visitor attraction. 
Bernard Brown succeeded yet again in obtaining a grant and is leading a small 
team of Branch members with the skills needed to produce a video and obtain 
the hardware needed to show it alongside the observation hive. This will tell 
the story of honeybees and encourage visitors to the beehive now installed at 
the East Lodge in Jephson Garden. 

  

East Lodge is situated at the rather quiet end of Jephson Gardens but is expected to become a major attraction 
following extensive landscaping of the lodge garden. 
A donated WBC hive refurbished by Tim Foden has been stocked with a colony of bees kindly donated by David 
Stott and they are now enjoying the myriad of foraging opportunities in the gardens. 
The colony is initially being managed by Mike Townsend who would welcome feedback from members taking the 
opportunity to visit the garden and hive. 
 
Mike Townsend 
 

Hints and Tips 
Do not leave the clearing board on the hive after harvesting, as the bees will fill the gaps with wax and propolis 

making it useless. 

 
Cappings from honeycomb yields the best beeswax. Remember when preparing your cake of beeswax for the 

Honey Show the minimum weight is 150g. The show is on 15th October so plenty of time to perfect your entry . 

 
It is best to put wet supers back onto the hive in the evening if at all possible. This will reduce the chance of 

robbing by other bees. 

 
If you have any hints or tips that you would like to share, please send them to h.essex@virgin.net... 
 
Thank you Helen Essex 
 

Swarms 
 

 
In A Post Box collected by Ray Summers  

Spotted in a neighbours Garden by Chris Kehrer 
 
 
 
 
Editor Roger Wilkes, email address is roger.wilkes@kenilworthhoney.co.uk  or hard copy can be posted to him at: 

12 Mercia Avenue, Kenilworth, CV8 1EU. Content to him for next month by August 27th, latest! 
  

Please send in plain text, unformatted, using Microsoft Word or another common program. 
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